Where did the dollar sign originate?


Of all the theories of the origins of the dollar sign, the most farfetched theory suggests that the “$” consists of the letter “u” superimposed by the letter “s,” thus referring to the money-driven United States.


According to a more reliable source, the dollar sign ($) originates from an eighteenth century Spanish coin, the pillar dollar, which depicts a banner held up by two pillars. Thus, the “s” in the dollar sign either refers to the “s” in Spain or represents the banner, and the two vertical lines represent the pillars.


The curator of Canada’s Currency Museum offers his opinion on the most plausible origin of the dollar sign: the dollar sign comes from the abbreviation for pesos, “ps,” which was a currency used in transactions with the Spanish. For accounting purposes, the “p” was superimposed on the “s,” and over time, the “p” was replaced by two vertical bars.


Where does tapioca come from?


Tapioca is made from the tuberous root of the manioc plant, a tropical shrub for which over 100 species exist. The words “manioc” and “tapioca” are linguistic borrowing from tupi-guarani, a language spoken by the Amazon Natives. In some parts of the word, the roots of the manioc plant are roasted and eaten as vegetables, just like we do with potatoes.


As for tapioca, it is commercially manufactured from the crushed pulp of washed and peeled tubers. This pulp, while drying on a heated iron plate, clumps together to form grains. Because tapioca is an easily-digested food, it is mixed with many other foods. It can also be served as a dessert.


Did Sherlock Holmes exist in real life?


No, but he was the most celebrated detective of all the detective novels! His creator, sir Arthur Conan Doyle (1859-1930), learned a hard lesson when, in 1893, he killed-off Sherlock in The final Problem, the last short story in The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes. Facing negative reaction from readers, who had grown attached to the character, Doyle briefly revived Sherlock in The hound of the Barskervilles (1901), then brought him back for good in the The Empty House, the first short story in The Return of Sherlock Holmes.








Note:	This text was taken from 7 jours magazine, which authorizes educational institutions  to use their articles for teaching purposes.


