Spotlight on precious gems





In the beginning there was crystal.


The word evoked transparency and absolute purity. It comes from the Greek krystallos, derived from kros, which means “glacial ice.”  For a long time, men believed that crystal rock was ice that was too cold to melt. In truth, crystal is a solid made up of atoms arranged in a geometric pattern. It is made up of typical structures named crystal. They are surrounded by smooth and flat surfaces. Only a small number of crystals are used in jewelry.





The state of matter


A same body can assume a gaseous, liquid, or solid shape; it all depends on the temperature. Take water, for example, which is made up of hydrogen and oxygen atoms interconnected to constitute molecules. In the gaseous state, these molecules move fast; in the liquid state, they move less and less quickly; in the solid state, the water molecules join together to form ice crystals.





Fake


Some objects “in crystal” are actually made of glass, a material deprived of a crystal structure. Glass is a substance called amorphous, which freezes too quickly for its atoms to organize themselves into crystal.

















Note :	This text is taken from 7 jours magazine, which authorizes educational establishments to use articles for educative purposes.





