Rafting Classification System





Each waterway has its own characteristics: depth and volume, currents, bends, channels, slopes, and obstacles, which create waves, eddies, and roller waves that may be easy or difficult to pass. For fans of fast-current sports, an international rafting classification system has been created:





1)	Easy


2)	Rough


3)	Difficult


4)	Very difficult


5)	Extremely difficult


6)	Virtually impassable (even experts are risking their lives!)
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Rafting in Quebec





Risk-takers who thrive on extreme thrills prefer to descend fast, swollen, and turbulent springtime rivers. Families envision a more conservative descent and prefer the "safe" rapids where paddling is unnecessary. This activity is called floating.





In general, rafting season extends from May 15 to September 30, and the calm, family rides occur in the summertime when water levels are at their lowest. In many parts of Quebec, companies offer excursions tailored to the desires of different types of clientele. Some companies even add nature, history, and geography tours to the river ride – not to mention a dip into the refreshing water!
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Note:	This text was taken from 7 jours magazine, which authorizes educational institutions  to use their articles for teaching purposes.





